THE   CAROLINGIANS   AND   THE   VOLTE-FACE   OF   THE   PAPACY
why tills part of the kingdom, which had been the foundation of
the royal power, was destined gradually to surrender its commerce
to Austrasia, whose life was evidently less dependent on a mone-
tary economy. As for the impost, it was not collected from die
Bavarians or the Thuringians; as regards the Saxons, we know
that they paid 500 cows as tribute.1 It is certain, therefore, that
the regions of the North which were essentially agricultural were
much less affected by die decadence of commerce. Thus it is easily
understood that after the collapse of die urban and commercial
economy the movement of restoration was bound to come from
them. The decline of commerce, by concentrating the whole life
of the country on the soil, gave the aristocracy a power that could
not be thwarted. In Neustria the aristocracy immediately endeav-
oured to take advantage of the king's increasing weakness. The
monarchy, of course, attempted to resist The policy of Brunehaut
was revived, as far as we can judge from our scanty information,
by the mayor of the palace, Ebroin. The despotism of which he
was accused in 664 was undoubtedly explained by his attempt to
maintain the royal administration—that is to say, administration
in the Roman manner—with its royal personnel, which attempted
to impose its will upon all, even upon the magnates.
One may regard the assassination of Ebroin in 680 or 683 as
marking the final defeat of the kings in their struggle against the
magnates. Now at this moment, which coincided approximately
with the taking of Carthage, the maritime commerce was reduced
almost to nonentity.
Henceforth the king was in the hands of the aristocracy. He
may have attempted, in order to continue his resistance, to find
support in the Church. But the Church itself was lapsing into
anarchy. To realize this we have only to read the episcopal lists
drawn up by Mgr. Duchesne.2 The yshow that the disorder of
the churches was infinitely greater in the South of Gaul than in
1	f. lot, La conqufa du pays d'entre Seine-et-Loire par les Francs^ revue
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2	Pastes (tpiscopaux de randenne Gaule, 3 vols,
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